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knows. For this you may rejoice with great consola-
tion in the name of the Lord.

[4] But it has already struck midnight, and we are to
sail at break of day, so I shall give you only a sum-
mary of the events which have taken place.

When the heretic merchants saw us at Dieppe,
upon the day fixed for our departure, the 27th of
October of last year, 1610 (we had, in fact, agreed to

The victorious English, after having pillaged as much as they
liked, abandoned part of the French in a miserable bark, and took
with them to Virginia Fathers Biard and Quentin. Our two prisoners
expected to be condemned to death, especially when, being taken
back to Port Royal, they refused to make known the hiding-place of
the French who were concealed in the neighborhood. Turning
their course a second time toward Virginia, they would probably
have met death there, had not divine Providence frustrated all the
efforts of the English sailors to land. A violent storm cast them
upon the Azores islands, which belong to Portugal; and there, in
spite of all their efforts, they were obliged to disembark.

Even the English were forced to admire the loyalty and charity
[4] of our Fathers, who, by showing themselves to the Portuguese,
might have caused the seizure of the ship, and had the English con-
demned and executed as pirates. Before entering port they exacted
from their prisoners the promise not to denounce them, and to keep
themselves concealed during their entire sojourn at the Azores.
‘While the Portuguese were visiting the ship, the Fathers remained
in the bottom of the hold, where they escaped observation. This
generosity and loyalty in keeping their word so surprised the English
that they immediately changed their treatment of their captives,
and took them directly to England, where they publicly eulogized
them.

The French ambassador, on hearing of their arrival, hastened to
reclaim them, and had them taken back honorably into their own
country, in the month of May, 1614.

This first voyage of our missionaries, apparently so futile, had,
however, fortunate results. Beside the experience acquired, of
which good use was made, the zeal of French catholics, revived by
the stories of the Fathers, created new resources; and as soon as
the French colony was delivered from the English, the Jesuits
resumed their voyages to Canada, where they finally founded one
of the finest missions of the Society.— [Carayon.]



